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GIVE THE CONSERVANCY 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


By the end of 1980, membership in the Connecticut 
Chapter will number nearly 3,500 people, roughly “io of 
1% of our state’s population. In the twenty-two years 
since the Chapter was incorporated, we have preserved 
nearly 12,000 acres, or “oths of 1% of Connecticut's sur- 
face area. These sample data are susceptible of many 
interpretations. 

We can argue, for example, that the burden of protect- 
ing Connecticut's environment through private action has 
devolved upon disproportionately few people. Likewise 
we can Say that very little environment has been saved 
through private action. Our cup is half empty. 

Or we can counterargue that the Chapter is demon- 
strably successful. A small number of conservationists 
has proved that quality of commitment prevails over 
quantity of members. The land that the Chapter has 
Saved in a score of years represents a permanent leg- 
acy. What counts is not the relative number of acres but 
rather their ecological character. And anyway, 12,000 
acres is in absolute terms a fair proportion of Connecti- 
Cut's saveable topography and represents probably the 
largest system of private preserves in Connecticut. The 
State lies midway in a megalopolis that extends from 
Washington, D.C. to Portland, Maine, and pressure from 
developers is enormous. If you judge by cost alone you 
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must conclude that land here cannot easily be pur- 
chased. When the Conservancy buys 450 acres here, 
the purchase may be equal in economic and ecological 
value to 1,500 acres or more in the vast American West. 
Seen this way Connecticut's cup is half full. 

The Nature Conservancy has set a national goal of ac- 
quiring through private action approximately 2%2% of the 
American landscape. At our present rate of acquisition, 
we in Connecticut will reach our share of that goal in 142 
years, if ecologically significant lands survive until then, 
which seems unlikely. 

Much remains to be done. We need the continued fi- 
nancial support of our members, of the corporate com- 
munity, and of private foundations. And we need new 
constituents. The Chapter recently mailed 15,000 invita- 
tions to prospective members. If by accident you receive 
a mailing, please do not grumble. Instead pass it to a 
friend. Become an ambassador for The Nature Conser- 
vancy. Give the Conservancy for Christmas. \n addition 
to your contribution to the Fall Appeal (see box, page 4), 
send us the name of someone you're signing up. We'll 
send that person a gift membership in your name and bill 
you later. 

When you give the Conservancy for Christmas, you 
give the hope that some significant portion of nature 
might be left for future generations. You materially con- 
tribute to the quality of someone's life. Your friends will 
be honored that you gave them the hope and responsi- 
bility implicit ina Conservancy membership. 

Write us today. Help us fill the cup. 


W. Kent Olson 
Executive Director 


Mr. James M. (Bob) Collins. 


CHAPTER RECEIVES GIFT 
IN MEMORY OF JAMES M. COLLINS 


Executive Director Ken Olson recently announced the 
receipt of a generous contribution in memory of James 
M. (Bob) Collins of Farmington, Connecticut. For 35 years 
Mr. Collins served in a supervisory capacity with the 
Hartford Metropolitan Water District. 

Bob Collins was born in 1903. He died on September 
17, 1978 at the homestead in Farmington where he had 
lived his whole life. A life-long bachelor, he was an invet- 
erate walker and loved particularly to roam the nearby 
hillsides. He was a reader of the woods as much as he 
was a reader of geography and history. Bob Collins 
could identify trees and plants with ease, and in the 
words of a surviving relative he ‘grew up with a love for 
all animals and everything to do with them.” 

The memorial gift was made possible through the fore- 
sight and magnanimity of Bob Collins’ sister, Miss Julie 
Collins, and his cousin, Miss Nelly Hurley. Said Ken 
Olson, “We are indebted to Miss Collins and Miss Hurley 
and to their close friend, Rev. Paul Munson, who intro- 
duced them to the work of the Connecticut Chapter. The 
gift is in a very real sense a living memorial because it 
helps the Chapter continue the work of saving ecological 
diversity.” Miss Collins and Miss Hurley have joined the 
Chapter as Acorns of Connecticut. 


LAWRENCE LOWMAN BEQUEST 


Lawrence Lowman of Stamford generously made a 
bequest to The Nature Conservancy. Mr. Lowman was a 
long-time supporter of The Nature Conservancy's work, 
having been a life-member and one of two donors of the 
13-acre Squirrel Run Preserve in Stamford. 

Bequests are an important way to make a substantial 
donation to the Chapter’s programs. The funds are used 
for general operating expenses or they can be desig- 
nated for a specific use. Executive Director Ken Olson 
will be happy to answer questions you might have about 
making a bequest. 


CONNECTICUT RIVER CANOE TRIP 


Old Lyme was the gathering point Sunday, September 
14th for about 60 members and friends of the Connecti- 
cut Chapter for a day-long canoe trip through the salt 
marshes of the Connecticut River estuary. 

Departing in pairs from Pilgrim's Landing, the group 
paddled upstream with the incoming tide past Calves Is- 
land and Goose Island to the wetland channels above 
Lord's Cove along this beautiful and sparsely developed 
section of riverfront. Calves Island (19 acres) and half of 
Goose Island (44 acres) are owned and preserved by 
the Old Lyme Land Conservation Trust. 

The tidal marsh is home to countless waterfowl includ- 
ing the common egret, red-winged blackbird, yellowleg, 
great blue heron, clapper rail, bittern, osprey, marsh 
hawk, and a myriad of ducks from black to mallard. 

Yielding to hunger pangs, the paddlers pulled to shore 
for a picnic lunch on a rocky promontory overlooking 
Lord’s Cove. The flotilla then continued upstream where 
the cove quickly narrows into a maze of channels in the 
tall salt meadow grass, the dominant vegetation. 

This channel and marsh area is known as Lord's Cove 
Preserve. A tidal wetland diverse in plant and animal life, 
it is a 140-acre wildlife sanctuary and research area un- 
der the stewardship of The Nature Conservancy. 
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TNC members explore Lord's Cove. 


KENNECOTT CORPORATION 
BECOMES 23rd 
CORPORATE ASSOCIATE 


Kennecott Corporation, newly headquartered in Stam- 
ford, Connecticut, has joined The Nature Conservancy 
as a full-fledged Corporate Associate. “We are very ex- 
cited about this fine development,” said trustee Alex- 
ander Gardner. “Kennecott is one of the many large nat- 
ural resource companies that continues to make significant 
and tangible commitments in behalf of conservation. The 
officers and directors deserve a hearty thank you.” Ex- 
ecutive Director Ken Olson commented, ‘We at the Con- 
necticut Chapter office are looking forward to a durable 
working partnership with Kennecott, and we think Ken- 
necott will in turn benefit from its affiliation with the Con- 
servancy.” 


CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS SUPPORT 


THE CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 


The steady growth in the number of national and inter- 
national corporations locating their home offices in Con- 
necticut has now made our state number two in major 
corporate headquarters—second only to New York. This 
progress has enabled Connecticut to enjoy a relative 
prosperity. 
But what about the resulting demands on Connecticut 
land for residential and commercial development? The 
demands are there, adding an extra urgency to our 
Chapter’s task of identifying and preserving the remain- 
ing ecologically critical sites. 
Fortunately, an increasing number of companies, alert 
to this need, are themselves supporting the work of the 
Conservancy. Twenty-three Connecticut-based national 
corporations are now Corporate Associates who give an- 
nually, towards the national General Fund. A portion of 
each national contribution comes back to the Connecti- 
cut Chapter for local use. In addition, several Connecti- 
cut companies give directly to our Chapter as Corporate 
Contributors or Corporate Sponsors. 
We warmly welcome the increasing help we receive 
from Connecticut corporations supporting TNC. Follow- 
ing is a current list of these companies: 
CORPORATE ASSOCIATES: ($1,000 and up) 
Aetna Life and Casualty Company 
AMAX Foundation, Inc. 
Barnes Group Foundation, Inc. 
Bowater Incorporated 
Champion International Corporation 
Connecticut General Insurance Corporation 
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company 
Continental Oil Company 
Dexter Corporation 
Ernst and Whinney 
General Electric Company 
General Telephone and Electronics Corporation 
Hartford Insurance Group Foundation 
Kennecott Corporation 
Olin Corporation Charitable Trust 
Perkin-Elmer Corporation 
Ralston Purina Company 
Remington Arms Company, Inc. 
Richardson Merrill 
The Stanley Works 
Stauffer Chemical Company 
The Travelers Insurance Companies 
United Technologies 

CORPORATE SPONSORS: ($500 and up) 
Colonial Bancorp, Inc. 
Middlesex Mutual Assurance Company 
Southern New England Telephone 
Hartford Steam Boiler 

CORPORATE CONTRIBUTORS: ($250 and up) 
Combustion Engineering, Inc. 
Covenant Group 
Kaman Corporation 
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HIKE THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL 
ALONG THE HOUSATONIC RIVER 


The Connecticut Chapter will host its fall walk on Sat- 
urday, November 22, beginning at 11 a.m. Please join us 
for a leisurely four-mile hike (roughly on the level) along 
the Housatonic River, beginning north of Kent and ena- 
ing south of Cornwall Bridge. 

These four miles of the Appalachian Trail came to the 
Conservancy as an easement in perpetuity from The 
Stanley Works and lie just north of the Conservancy- 
owned St. Johns Ledges, a 132-acre nature sanctuary 
also donated in fee to TNC by The Stanley Works. 

In response to popular demand, we have two qualified 
leaders to interpret things of interest along the trail. Ralph 
Goodno, the Director of the Housatonic Valley Associa- 
tion based in Cornwall and Martha Sykes Hansen, past Di- 
rector of both The Sharon Audubon Center and The Au- 
dubon Center in Greenwich, will add their expertise to 
make this an especially enjoyable day. 

lf you are planning to attend this walk, please call our 
office (844-0716) to leave your name and telephone 
number. We want to be able to reach you if the trip is 
cancelled due to bad weather. 

We will meet at 11 a.m. at the end of River Road in 
Kent (See map) and walk to the Leiner Farm where a few 
cars will be left ahead of time to return drivers to their 
cars parked in Kent. The trip will last until two or three 
o'clock, so bring a picnic lunch. 

Directions: The one stop light in the center of Kent is at 
the junction of Routes 7 and 341. Take Route 341 west 
across the Housatonic River, and take the first right on 
Skiff Mountain Road. In about one mile, a dirt road dips 
off to the right. Follow this along the river for another 2.5 
miles to a dead end and park. 
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Map to Appalachian Trail in Kent, CT. 


LAND TRUST SERVICE BUREAU 


The Land Trust Service Bureau (LTSB), established 
this July, is hard at work assisting the seventy-six land 
conservation trusts throughout Connecticut. In order to 
provide legal, technical and operational advice to these 
organizations, the Service Bureau is compiling a Hand- 
book, due out next Spring. It will cover trust formation and 
operation, land acquisition and management, and com- 
munity relationships. 

In September the LTSB held a series of four regional 
meetings around the state, in which over 40 percent of 
the trusts participated. The meetings provided opportun- 
ities to learn more about the services and goals of the 
Bureau and to contribute ideas on the forthcoming Hana- 
book. In addition, lively conversations on shared prob- 
lems took place among the various organizations. 

The Service Bureau has been busy securing the re- 
mainder of its operational budget for the two-and-a-half 
year project. The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 
recently awarded The Nature Conservancy a $16,000 
grant in support of the LTSB’s 1981 and 1982 operations, 
for which the Service Bureau is grateful. Additional sup- 
port is being sought from private foundations and from 
interested individuals. 


SHOW YOUR COLORS! 


You received in October a Connecticut Chapter 
window decal which we hope you will display 
proudly. And you received with it a note from Exec- 
utive Director Ken Olson asking your help to close 
out this year's books. The Chapter has so far raised 
70% of its operational expenses and must raise 
$25,000 between now and year's end. 

Your membership dues provide about 35% of 
what it costs annually to keep the doors open. Un- 
like your dues, every dollar raised in response to 
the fall appeal letter will go entirely to the Connecti- 
cut Chapter. 

If you haven't done so, won't you write a check— 
today—for $50 or $25? Thank you. 
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